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mass 75 Ib. of turpentine and 17 Ib. of boiled linseed oil. This
makes a specially good varnish for wood. A good varnish for iron
is prepared by fusing together 100 Ib. of asphaltum and 25 Ib. of
rosin, and then stirring gradually in 500 Ib. of boiled linseed
oil. Finally, the varnish is mixed with 50 Ib. of amber previously
dissolved in 20 Ib. of drying oil, and thinned with 250 Ib. of turpen-
tine and filtered through cotton. Fine qualities of elastic asphaltum
varnish are obtained by adding solution of india-rubber. A mixture
is made of 100 Ib. of copal and 50 Ib. of boiled linseed oil, with a
solution of 6 Ib. of india-rubber in 200 Ib. of turpentine or petroleum
spirit. A mass consisting of 100 Ib. of asphaltum and from 150 to
200 Ib. of boiled oil mixed separately is then added, and the varnish
is finally thinned with from 400 to 500 Ib. of turpentine. This var-
nish consequently contains from '6 to *65 per cent, of india-rubber.

The better varieties of asphaltum varnish are applied with a
brush to a previously warmed surface, or the article may be warmed
after the varnishing. The object of warming is to accelerate the
drying, which would otherwise be rather slow. Ironwork is painted
in the ordinary way with the asphaltum varnish, and allowed to dry
at leisure.

It is advisable, according to Livache, to boil the asphaltum for a
sufficiently long time, sometimes for several days, to drive off the
volatile products, which might render it dull, but unless the asphaltum
contains paraffin this is not necessary.
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